e H. R, 229,

[Report No 131.]

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA_TIVES,
Marcen 31, 1832, |

Read twice.

Arrin 1, »;185‘2.

Commitied to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. Coss, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported the

following bill:

A BILL

Granting the right of way to the State of Alabama, and a por-
tion of the public lands, to aid in the construction of a rail-
road from Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, to intersect the

Charleston, Chattanooga and Nashville railroad, in Alabama.

1 Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Repre-
2 sentatives of the United States of America in Congress

3 assembled, That the right of way through the public lands
4 be, and the same is hereby granted to the S}}ate of Alaba-
5 ma, fbx; the construction of a railroad from Memphis,
6 Tennessee, to- intersect the Charleston, (“hattanoggg and
q Nashvdie rmlread ata pointin Jackmn county, Alabama,,
8 ﬂv;th the rlght also to take necessarv mateua] of earth
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stone, timber, etc, for the construction théreof’ . Provi-
ded, That the right of way shall not exceed one hun-
dred feet on cach side of the length thereof, and a copy of
the survey of said road, under the direction of the legis-
lature of said State, shali be forwarded to the proper local
land offices respectively, and to the General Land Office

at Washington city, within ninety days after the comple-

_tion of the same.

SECT.V2.~ And be it ﬂtrth'er enucted, That there be,
and is hereby granted to the State of Alabama, for the
';;urpoée of aiding in constructing said road, every alternate
section of land designated by even numbers, for six sec-

tions in width on each side of said road; but In case it

“ shall-appcar that the United States have, when the line or
K route of said mad 18 deﬁmtely fixed by the authority afore-
_;sald so]d any palt of any sectlon herehy manted or that
- the right of pre-emption has mtached to the same, then it
11

‘shall be lawful for any agent or agents, to be appointed by

the Governor of said State, to select, subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, for the purpose

aforesaid, of the lands remaining to the United States in

xsaid"sectidns one-half thereof in alternate parts,' so far as

may be practlcable And said agent or agents may, sub-
Ject to the approval aforesald select from the la’nds of the

Umted States most contxguous to the tlel of' gections afore-
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said, and not xﬁore than fifteen miles from the line of said
road on each side thercof, so much land, in alternate sec-
tions or parts of sections, as shall be equal to such lands
as the United States have sold, or to which the right of pre-
emption has attached as aforesaid, which lands, being equal
in quantity to one half of six sections in width on -each
side of said road, the State of Alabama Ashall have and
hold to and for the use and purpose aforesaid, and said land
shall be disposed of only as the construction of said road
progresses, and shall be applied to no other purpose what-
ever.

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sec-
tions and parts of sections of land which by snich grant
shall remain to the United States within six miles on each
side of said road, shall not be sold for less than double the
minimum price of the public lands when sold.

Secr. 4. And be it further enacted, That the lands
hereby granted to the said State shall be subject to the dis-
posal of the legislature thereof, for the purposes aforesaid
and no other; and the said legislature be, and is hereby
authorized and required to dispose of the proceeds of the

sales of said lands in the construction of said road under

such condxtxons hmltatlons and rostrlctlons as Wlll secure

"thebeneﬁts thereof to the people of said State, and the

said road shall be and remam a pubhc highway for tbe uéeﬁ ,
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of the government of the United Statés, free fr(;m all toll
or other charge upon the transportation of any property
(;r troops of the United States.

Skcr. 5. And be it further enacted, That the launds
hereby granted to said State shall be disposed of by said
State only in manner following, that is to say : that a quan-
tity of land not exceeding one hundred and twenty sec-
tions, and included within a continuous length of twenty
miles of said road, may be sold ; and when the Governor
of said State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior
that twenty continuous miles of said road is comple-

ted, then another like quantity of land hereby granted may

be sold ; and so from time to time, until said road is com-

pleted ; and if said road is not completed within ten years,

no further sales shall be made, and the land unsold shall

revert to the United States.

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Uni-

ted States mail shall be transported over said road, at such

_ price as the Congress of the United States shall prescribe.



